15 April 1847. — 10 Vict. 




To make Provision for the Punishment of Vagrants and 
Persons offending against the Laws in force for the 
Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



^ dt 3 R. SI it is expedient to make further provision for the 
punishment of Beggars and Vagrants and persons offending 
against the laws in force for the relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland; 
BC it therefore (fcjtacttfJ, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
5 Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT so much of an Act 
passed in the second year of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An 
Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” 
io as provides for the punishment of persons deserting and leaving their 
wives or any children whom such persons may be liable to maintain, 
so that such wives or children should become destitute and be relieved 
in the workhouse of a Union, shall be repealed. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall desert or leave 
15 his wife or .any child whom he may be liable to maintain, so that 
such wife or child shall become destitute and be relieved in or out of 
the workhouse of any Union in Ireland, shall, on conviction thereof 
before any Justice of the Peace, be committed to the common gaol 
or house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any term 
not exceeding Three calendar Months. 

282. And 



Preamble. 



1 . 

Repeal of 
Statute 1 & .2 
Vict., c. 56, 
sec. 6.9. 



4 . 

Deserting 
Wife or 
Children, 
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Beggars, &c. 



And be it Enacted, That every' person wandering abroad and 
begging, or placing himself in any public place, street, highway, 
court or passage to beg or gather alms, or causing or procuring or 
encouraging any child or children so to do, and every person who, 
having been resident in any Union in Ireland, shall go from such 5 
Union to some other Union in Ireland for the purpose of obtaining 
relief in such last-mentioned Union, shall, on conviction thereof 
before any Justice of the Peace, if such Justice shall think fit, be 
committed to the common gaol or house of correction, there to be kept 
to hard labour for any time not exceeding One calendar Month. 10 



Apprehension 
without War- 
rant. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any person what- 
soever to apprehend any person whom he shall find offending against 
this Act, and to take and convey such offender, as soon as may be 
reasonably practicable, before any Justice of the Peace, to be dealt 
with as is hereinbefore provided, or to deliver him to any constable or 15 
other peace officer of the-county or place wherein he shall have been 
apprehended to be so taken and conveyed as aforesaid ; and it shall 
be the duty of every constable or peace officer to take into his custody 
everysuch offender so delivered to him, as well as every person whom 
he shall find offending against this Act, and to take and convey them 2 o 
respectively before a Justice of the Peace, as soon as may be reasonably 
practicable, to be dealt with as is directed by this Act. 



Warrants And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Justice of the 
1 ay be issue p eace> U p 0n proof that any person hath committed any of the offences 

hereinbefore mentioned, to issue his warrant to apprehend such 25 
offender, and to bring him before the same or some other J ustice of 
the Peace, to be dealt with as is directed by this Act. 



Proceedings And be it Enacted, That no proceeding by or before any Justice 
quashed for °f t ^ e P eace > under the provisions of this Act, shall be quashed for 

want of want 0 f f orm or shall be removable into any of Her Majesty s 30 

form; no . J . . , 

certiorari. Superior Courts by writ of certiorari ; and every conviction under 
this Act shall be in the form or to the effect following, or as near 
thereto as circumstances will permit ; (that is to say) 



Form of Con- 
viction. 



To wit,} “ BE it Remembered, That on the 
in the year of our Lord 
in the county of 
convicted before me, C. D., one of Her Majesty’s Justices of 
the Peace in and for the said county, of an offence against the 
statute made in the tenth year of the reign of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, intituled, ‘An Act to make Provision for 4 
the Punishment of Vagrants and Persons offending against the 

Laws in force for the Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, 

(that 



day of 
at 35 
A. B. is 
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(that is to say) for that the said A. B., on the day 

in the said county, 

[here state the offence proved before the Magistrate], and for 
which said offence the said A. B. is adjudged to be committed 
5 to the house of correction at there to be 

kept to hard labour for the space of 

Given under my band and seal the day, year, and at the 
place first above written.” 



And be it Enacted, That the Justice of the Peace before whom any Conviction to 
10 such conviction shall take place, shall transmit the same to the next ton”"™'* 1 " 1 
General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace to be bolden in and for the ^“ rt “ 
county, county of a city, or county of a town, or place wherein such 
conviction has taken place, there to be filed and kept on record. 

8 . 

And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act, every interpreta- 
15 word importing the singular number or masculine gender only, shall, 
except where the context excludes such construction, be understood 
to include and shall be applied to several persons, matters or things 
as well as one person, matter or thing, and to females as well as males 
respectively; and that the word “Justice” shall be understood to 
20 include and extend to any Justice of the Peace or Magistrate of a 
county, county of a city or county of a town, or of any city or town 
corporate; and that the word “Constable” shall be understood to 
include all chief and other constables and sub-constables appointed 
under any Act relating to the Constabulary Force of Ireland, or for 
25 the regulation of the police district of Dublin. 

And be it Enacted, That, this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 



Act maybe 
repealed. 
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